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Indigenous-Led Cross-Provincial IT Education Program Launches 
for Cree Students in Northern Quebec
A transformational collaboration to build Indigenous self-sufficiency and meet growing demand for qualified IT professionals in remote regions.
Mistissini, QC/Fredericton, NB/Bathurst, NB—June 16, 2025—The Cree School Board (CSB), the Joint Economic Development Initiative (JEDI), and the Collège Communautaire du Nouveau-Brunswick (CCNB) are proud to announce the launch of an innovative, Indigenous-led professional education program in Information Technology, tailored specifically to support Cree higher learning, with community-based learners working and studying within their own communities.
This unique cross-provincial partnership is rooted in a shared commitment to reconciliation, empowerment through education, and sustainable employment outcomes in Northern Quebec and beyond.
This initiative responds to the urgent need for skilled IT professionals in remote and northern regions; by placing Indigenous leadership and community priorities at the heart of its design, the program reflects a new generation of solutions—by Indigenous communities, for Indigenous communities. 
The IT Training Program will be delivered virtually over two years, including in-person internships, and designed to reflect the highest standards of academic rigour and flexibility. It includes five progressive micro-certificates: IT Essentials, IT Intermediate, IT Advanced, IT Specialization (in Networking, Programming, or Cybersecurity), and a final internship tier. Students will also complete internships throughout the program, ensuring both theoretical and hands-on learning. Upon completion, Cree learners will receive a college diploma from CCNB, formally recognized in New Brunswick, Quebec and the rest of Canada.

“This partnership is a step forward in creating tailored pathways to success for Cree learners. It aligns perfectly with our vision of education as a tool for independence and nation building.”—Caroline Mark, Director General, Cree School Board

“This program reflects our deep commitment to Indigenous-led solutions in education and workforce development. By co-developing a pathway grounded in cultural respect and technical excellence, we are helping to shape a digital future where First Nations youths are not just participants, but leaders.”—Stanley Barnaby, Executive Director, JEDI

“CCNB is proud to be part of this collaborative initiative that places education at the service of autonomy, employability, and innovation. By co-building pathways to meaningful employment, we strengthen the ability of Indigenous communities to shape their digital futures.”—Alain Lamarre, Dean, School of ICT, Technology and Transport, CCNB

The program will be offered to a cohort of up to 20 Cree students and is designed with wraparound academic and cultural support expertise from the JEDI team, as well as ongoing quality assurance, and transparent governance mechanisms through shared working groups. In doing so, it becomes more than just a training program—it becomes a model of Indigenous education, sovereignty, and technological inclusion.
A Scalable Model for Nation-to-Nation Collaboration
This program is intended as a blueprint for replication in other First Nations, Métis, and Inuit communities across Canada—especially where digital infrastructure is growing, and local expertise is urgently needed. It embodies the belief that access to meaningful education should never be limited by geography, and that true empowerment comes from creating systems designed with and for the communities they serve.
Media Inquiries/Demandes médias :
For CSB: Gerald Weistchee, Communication consultant
Gerald.Weistche@cscree.qc.ca

For JEDI : Lori Nash, Communication consultant
Lori.nash@jedinb.ca 

For CCNB: medias@ccnb.ca 

Partnership Inquiries/Demandes de partenariat 
For CSB: Darlene Cheechoo, Director of Higher Learning
(418) 923-2764 ext. 1426
Darlene.Cheechoo@cscree.qc.ca 

For JEDI: Leon Morris, IT Project Manager and Lead Instructor
Leon.morris@jedinb.ca 

For CCNB: Pablo Montreuil, Associate Dean—Sector development
Pablo.montreuil@ccnb.ca 
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